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ENGLISH TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
Year 11 English ATAR Course Examination, Semester Two 2017 

 
Question Paper 

 
 
 
 
 

ENGLISH 

English ATAR (Year Eleven) 
 
 
Time allowed for this paper (or as determined by the school)  
Reading time before commencing work:  Ten minutes 
Working time for paper:  Three hours 
 
 
Materials required/recommended for this paper 

To be provided by the supervisor 
This Question Paper 
Standard Answer Book 
 
 
To be provided by the candidate 
Standard items: pens, pencils, eraser or correction fluid, ruler, highlighter 
Special items: nil 
 
 
Important note to candidates 
No other items may be taken into the examination room. It is your responsibility to ensure that 
you do not have any unauthorised notes or other items of a non-personal nature in the 
examination room. If you have any unauthorised material with you, hand it to the supervisor 
before reading any further. 
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Structure of this paper 

Section 
Number of 
questions 
available 

Number of 
questions to 
be answered 

Suggested 
working time 

(minutes) 

Marks 
available 

Percentage of 
exam 

Section One: 
Comprehending  3 3 60 30  30 

Section Two: 
Responding 5 1 60 40 40 

Section Three: 
Composing 5 1 60 30 30 

   
 

Total  100 

 
 
 
Instructions to candidates 

1. The rules for the conduct of the Western Australian Certificate of Education ATAR 
course examinations are detailed in the Year 12 Information Handbook 2017. Sitting this 
examination implies that you agree to abide by these rules. 

2. Write your answers to each section in the Standard Answer Book or paper supplied by 
your school or college. 

3. You must be careful to confine your answers to the specific questions asked and to 
follow any instructions that are specific to a particular question. If you fail to comply you 
will be penalised. 
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Section One: Comprehending       (30 Marks) 

In this section there are three (3) texts and three (3) questions. Answer all questions. 
 
You are required to comprehend and analyse unseen written and visual texts and respond 
concisely in approximately 200–300 words for each question. 
 
Suggested working time: 60 minutes 
 

 
 
Question 1:           (10 marks) 
 
Analyse how visual conventions in Text 1 have been used to express particular values. 
 
 
 
Question 2:           (10 marks) 
 
Explain how language features and structure affect your interpretation of Text 2.  
 
 
 
Question 3:           (10 marks) 
 
Examine how Text 3 represents attitudes to health supplements.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See next page for Text 1 
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Text 1 
 
Text 1 is a black and white reproduction of a 2016 photograph by Chris Crisman. The image is 
from a series titled “Women’s Work” and portrays Sadie Samuels, a lobster fisher from Maine, 
USA.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

See next page for Text 2 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of this 
document. It may be viewed online at: 
 
http://aphotoeditor.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/cc2016046_058_vf-2.jpg 
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Text 2 
 
Text 2 is the opening of Dave Ritter’s essay, “The Man Without a Face”. It was published in Griffith 
Review 47: Looking West in February 2015. 
 
 
 
Before I was born, my family arrived in Western Australia from Europe and moved into a 
ramshackle brick house on three-plus acres in Kelmscott, then a semi-rural locality on the outskirts 
of Perth. The property featured an orchard that ran down to a wide stream, a minor tributary of the 
Canning River. The creek – which my family always called ‘the river’ – was full of life when they 
arrived, including local species of fresh water catfish, colourful pygmy perch, various kinds of 
molluscs and a range of crustaceans, of which the most marvellous was an abundance of that 
mighty crayfish endemic to south-western Australia, the marron. 

The river was my father’s delight. He would clamber among the rocks, burning off and clearing 
brambles when necessary, and would often end up with his white vest, shorts and gumboots 
generously daubed with the rich, aromatic mud from the shallow pools beneath the paperbarks. 
Until his last years, Dad would recall his instant love of the river – an affection that deepened when 
he noticed big marron clambering across submerged stones and logs in broad daylight. Once 
they’d settled in the house, my family would periodically fish a plate of marron out of the river for a 
meal of imperial quality over which my father, once a frightened and penniless refugee, would 
preside over contentedly, extolling the beneficent wealth of his adopted state. 

Then one day a stranger came, driving his vehicle close to the river on the opposite bank. It was 
over in a matter of days. Using a spear and swimming with goggles where the water was deep 
enough, he took out marron by the sackful in a carnage that was efficient and final. The stock was 
devastated and never recovered. The few marron that survived to be caught in my lifetime were 
treated with solemnity and returned to the water, in the hopes of supporting the recovery of the 
species. It didn’t happen. I never shared marron with my Dad – they had simply become too 
precious to eat. The devastation occurred before I was born, but conceit of mind has conspired to 
stalk me with a persistent night terror of those events. In my recurring dream the man with the 
spear has no face, the sacks are always full and I cannot console my father. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See next page for Text 3 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version 
of this document. It may be viewed online at: 
 
https://griffithreview.com/articles/man-without-face/ 
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Text 3 
 
Text 3 is an excerpt from “Too Many Pills: On Lifestyle Diseases and Quick Fixes”, an essay by 
Karen Hitchcock. It was published in The Monthly, September 2015. 
 
 
 
Walk through the vitamin aisle of any pharmacy or supermarket and you are offered plastic bottles 
filled with the promise of better sleep, greater sexual potency, increased energy, and relief from 
pain, depression, fluid retention, PMS, hunger and joint degeneration. 
 
The supplement industry is worth more than $1.5 billion a year in Australia. The CEO of the 
Australian vitamin and supplements company Swisse, Radek Sali, is quoted in the Guardian as 
saying, “If it’s not harming anyone and it is making people feel healthier and happier, why wouldn’t 
we have more of that?” 
 
We buy mountains of vitamins that the majority of us do not need, that do not work, and that – 
despite Sali’s cheery claims – have the potential to cause harm. Many supplements contain more 
than the recommended daily dose of a vitamin or mineral that we are not usually lacking in the first 
place. Vitamin E supplementation has been linked to an increase in all-cause mortality. Taking only 
a few times the recommended daily dose of Vitamin A can cause nervous system, liver, bone and 
skin disorders, and birth defects when taken in pregnancy. Vitamin C in large doses causes 
diarrhoea and kidney stones. Zinc excess causes iron and copper malabsorption. Too much 
vitamin D causes hypercalcaemia.1 Beta-carotene increases the risk of lung cancer. Iron, severe 
toxicity. B6, nerve damage. Potassium overdose causes cardiac arrest. What are we seeking to 
treat with our hypervitaminosis? Do most of us really feel sick? 
 
Many of the diseases we suffer in Australia, the diseases causing hospitals and clinics to overflow, 
could – theoretically – be prevented. Most of the pharmaceuticals we swallow could – theoretically 
– be dumped. But we don’t have time to sleep or exercise or attend to our emotional needs. We 
want to drive, feast, drink and smoke. We don’t want to meddle with the food industry to curb 
advertising, or to manipulate pricing of the fresh and the junk. We don’t want to pay more taxes or 
direct funds towards decent welfare, social supports for the vulnerable, movement-promoting 
infrastructure or better education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Hypercalcaemia is characterised by abnormally high levels of calcium in the blood. 
 
 
 
 

End of Section One 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of 
this document. It may be viewed online at: 
 
https://www.themonthly.com.au/issue/2015/september/1441029600/karen-
hitchcock/too-many-pills  
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Section Two: Responding        (40 Marks) 

In this section there are five (5) questions. Answer one (1) question.  
 
In the form of an essay, your response should demonstrate analytical and critical thinking skills 
with reference to any text or text type that you have studied. 
 
Suggested working time: 60 minutes 
 

 
 

Question 4:          (40 marks) 
 
Explore how one text you have studied this year represents the complexity of being human.  
 
 
Question 5:          (40 marks) 
 
Explain how language features in at least one text you have studied work to promote particular 
ideas.  
 
 
Question 6:          (40 marks) 
 
Discuss how language features in at least one text you have studied this year contribute to its 
persuasiveness.  
 
 
Question 7:          (40 marks) 
 
Discuss how at least one text you have studied this year is shaped to make you agree or 
disagree with a particular perspective. 
 
 
Question 8:          (40 marks) 
 
There are often multiple voices within a text. Examine why this is the case in at least one text 
you have studied this year.  
 
 
 
 

End of Section Two 
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Section Three: Composing       (30 Marks) 

In this section there are five (5) questions. Answer one (1) question. 
 
You are required to demonstrate writing skills by choosing a form of writing appropriate to a 
specific audience, context and purpose. 
 
Suggested working time: 60 minutes 
 

 
 
Question 9:          (30 marks) 
 
Write a piece, in a form of your own choosing, titled It’s a Mad World.  
 
 
Question 10:          (30 marks) 
 
Shape an imaginative piece of writing that creates a mood inspired by the image below. 
 

 
 
 
Question 11:          (30 marks) 
 
Use the following quote as impetus for an interpretative piece of writing: 
 
“Tweet others the way you want to want to be tweeted.” (Germany Kent) 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online 
version of this document.  
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Question 12:          (30 marks) 
 
Compose a piece of writing in a form of your choice that explores the perspective of a person in 
the image below. 
 

 
 
 
Question 13:          (30 marks) 
 
Write a persuasive piece that explores the “terror” referred to by Vonnegut in the quote below: 
 
“True terror is to wake up one morning and discover that your high school class is running the 
country.”  (Kurt Vonnegut) 
 

 

 

 

End of Examination 
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